
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

ORGANISED BY: • Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) 

BACKGROUND  

On the occasion of the Arab-DAC Dialogue on Development in Bern, Switzerland will host an additional one-day event on the topic 

of water on 28 March 2017 – as it believes that collaboration and mutual inspiration are the best way forward to achieve the 

ambitious water-related targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The “Arab-Swiss Water Day 2017” will offer a 

platform to exchange knowledge on strategic issues, best practices and innovative approaches to water and sanitation-related 

challenges until 2030.  

Sustainable water resources management is one of the global challenges of the 21st century. Water issues are a growing cause of 

social, economic and political instability, with significant impact on security and peace in the world. The stand-alone Sustainable 

Development Goal on Water (SDG 6) builds on the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 7.C, which had a more narrow focus on 

drinking water and sanitation. SDG 6 covers all aspects of the water cycle and thereby strives to achieve the availability and 

sustainable management of water and sanitation for all. Switzerland was instrumental in building a coalition of countries to establish 

the all-encompassing water goal.  

One concept that takes the entire water cycle into account is that of Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM). It promotes 

the coordinated development and management of water, land and related resources in order to maximise economic and social 

welfare in an equitable manner without compromising the sustainability of vital ecosystems. To commonly manage water in an 

integrated manner within and across national boundaries, water can serve as an instrument for collaboration and, as such, as a 

powerful means of building and sustaining peace. 

FORMAT AND MEETING DYNAMIC 

The Arab-Swiss Water Day 2017 will bring together high-level representatives of the ACG institutions, Switzerland and other DAC 

member states as well as selected Swiss-based local and international organisations and enterprises working in the global South 

water sector. The meeting will allow participants to look into topics of high relevance for the achievement of the water-related 

targets of the 2030 Agenda, including ways to ensure sustainable financing of infrastructure, develop capacities at the local and 

national levels, collaborate with the private sector, enhance integrated and transboundary water management, and improve food 

security through the sustainable use of water resources.  

The thematic discussions will be oriented towards identifying recommendations for action and innovative solutions, and the day will 

be as interactive and as practical as possible. Participants will be invited to share lessons learnt, best practices, strengths as well as 

the issues they face in tackling the 21st century water challenges. On the fringes of the meeting, institutions and enterprises working 

at the forefront of innovative technologies and approaches will present their latest developments in the form of an exhibition.  
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ANNOTATED AGENDA 

 

28 MARCH 2017 

From 08:30 Registration 

09:00 – 09:30 1. Welcoming remarks  

• Manuel Sager, Director General, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) 

2. Introduction by the moderator  

• Pio Wennubst, Vice-Director General and Head of Global Cooperation Department, Swiss Agency for 

Development and Cooperation (SDC) 

09:30 – 11:00 3.  How can we ensure the sustainability of investments to achieve water and sanitation for all?  

Investments in sustainable water management, water infrastructure and safe, reliable and affordable water 

supply and adequate sanitation services improve living standards, expand local economies, and lead to the 

creation of more decent jobs and greater social inclusion. This requires however that the investments carried out 

are sustainable. One major challenge constraining the water sector is a lack of qualified staff. Only a minority of 

developing countries have human resources strategies in water, sanitation and hygiene. In fact capacity building 

is too often neglected or fluctuates according to donor budget cycles, while it should be needs-based and long-

term. On top of that, inefficient water governance and management hampers policy implementation and 

effective knowledge transfers. This session will allow participants to exchange their experiences regarding models 

and measures to ensure the operation and maintenance of water infrastructure and well-functioning governance 

systems for sustainable water management. It will look at different ways to successfully combine hardware with 

software components in water programmes and projects. 

Key issues for discussion: 

• How can we ensure that water and sanitation investments are sustainable? What are the main 

challenges? 

• What governance systems need to be in place to ensure well-functioning water management? 

• How can hardware and software components be effectively combined in water programmes and 

projects? 

Expected outcomes: 

• Identify requirements and constraints to ensure the sustainability of water investments  

• Greater understanding of how to improve the effectiveness of water governance and management  

Format: 

• Moderated panel discussion followed by an interactive floor discussion  

• Panellists:  

o Jorge Moreira da Silva, Director, OECD Development Co-operation Directorate (DCD) 

o Abdulkarim Sadik, Economic Advisor, Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED) 

o Isabella Pagotto, Policy Advisor and Programme Manager, Global Programme Water, Swiss 

Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) 

o Guy Bonvin, Head of Infrastructure Financing, Economic Cooperation and Development, State 

Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) 

o Amr Gobba, Senior Officer, Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa (BADEA)  

11:00 – 11:30 Tea/coffee break 



 

11:30 – 13:00 

 

4.   How can we support private sector participation in achieving water and sanitation for all? 

The private sector plays a key role in achieving the ambitious SDG 6 on Water and Sanitation and other water-

related targets of the 2030 Agenda. Partnerships with the private sector are viewed as one of the tools available 

to governments for improving the performance and financial sustainability of the water sector. They provide 

access to new knowledge, generate innovation, and mobilise additional resources. However, to provide 

sustainable and safe water and sanitation to the very poor in rural areas remains a tremendous challenge for 

governments and quite far from a “responsible profit generation” approach used by ethical companies. For this 

specific base of-the-pyramid market, thanks to innovative technologies and business models, social 

entrepreneurs are able to play an important role. The session will facilitate an exchange on the different roles of 

the private sector for improved water management. The discussion may evolve around: initiatives to support 

innovative start-ups in the water sector, examples of new business models and technologies involving small and 

medium enterprises to deliver safe water to the poorest and most vulnerable, examples of Public Private 

Development Partnerships (PPDP) for enhancing sustainable water management, examples of private companies’ 

initiatives using successful models for improving their water management and water use efficiency in their supply 

chain. 

Key issues for discussion: 

• How can private companies contribute to the achievement of SDG 6? What role does water 

management and water use efficiency play in supply chains?  

• Are there new business models and technologies in the water sector that are promising?  

• What are successful examples of collaboration between the public and the private sector?  

Expected outcomes: 

• Greater understanding of the different roles that the private sector plays in contributing to the 

achievement of SDG 6 and other water-related targets 

• Exchange on successful examples from the private sector that showcase innovative water technologies 

and approaches 

Format: 

• Short presentation of case studies followed by an interactive floor discussion  

• Case studies:  

o Swiss Bluetec Bridge Initiative 

o Role of the Private Sector in Sustainable Rural Water Supply Systems – Insights from a project in 

Senegal 

o Triangular Cooperation for SDG 6 with private sector involvement (Brazil, Nicaragua & 

Switzerland)  

13:00 – 14:30 Lunch and visit of exhibition 

14:30 – 15:30 5. How can we promote joint action and partnerships on water and sanitation? 

This session will trigger reflections and future-oriented thoughts on innovative modes of cooperation to improve 

effectiveness and efficiency in the achievement of SDG 6. The discussion will provide the space to explore and 

identify areas of common interest for further exchange and collaboration, inspired by the discussions on strategic 

issues, innovation and best practice or other opportunities.  

Expected outcomes: 

• Identify potential for future collaboration on water and sanitation among development actors 

Format: 

• Moderated discussions in small groups with note-takers 

15:30 – 16:00 6. Closing remarks by the moderator  


